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Week 9: Archetypal Astrology & Rachel Carson’s Biography

“The stars are like letters which inscribe themselves at every moment in the sky. . . .
Everything in the world is full of signs. . . . All events are coordinated. . . . All things depend
on each other; as has been said, ‘Everything breathes together.’”
– Plotinus
“A kind of fluid interpenetration belongs to the very nature of all archetypes. They can only
be roughly circumscribed at best. Their living meaning comes out more from their
presentation as a whole than from a single formulation. Every attempt to focus them more
sharply is immediately punished by the intangible core of meaning losing its luminosity. No
archetype can be reduced to a simple formula. It is a vessel which we can never empty, and
never fill. It has a potential existence only, and when it takes shape in matter it is no longer
what it was. It persists throughout the ages and requires interpreting ever anew. The
archetypes are the imperishable elements of the unconscious, but they change their shape
continually.”
– C.G. Jung
“They are the lords of [the soul’s] realms of being, the patterns for its mimesis. The soul
cannot be, except in one of their patterns. All psychic reality is governed by one or another
archetypal fantasy, given sanction by a God. I cannot but be in them.”
– James Hillman
Introduction: Astrology has been considered the gold standard of superstition in the modern
era of Western civilization. Yet radically empirical research shows that there is a significant
correlation between the movement of the planets and the unfolding of human events. When
understood from position of archetypal multivalence and non-deterministic participation, the
archetypal astrological perspective can provide profound insight into one’s own life, the lives
of others, and world events.
The birth chart of Rachel Carson, author of the seminal book Silent Spring, is a clear
example of the many ways the planetary archetypes can manifest in the life of a prominent
individual. Her biography is also potentially ripe for inquiring into the patterns of karma. In
the words of her biographer, Carson “was fiercely determined to become all that she could be
for herself. She also had a vision, not yet articulated, an inchoate sense of some special
calling that awaited her.” Carson’s sense of her life’s purpose, which can be correlated to her
birth chart, may also be an indication of her intuitive sense of her own karmic role.
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